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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, who provides us with 

strength for life’s journey, today, em-
power our Senators with an extraor-
dinary measure of grace to accomplish 
Your purposes. As they work under the 
duress of time and pressures from di-
verse interests, inspire them to strive 
to live with integrity, making ethical 
decisions that honor You. 

Lord, be with their staff members 
who run the offices and provide the 
data needed for responsible decisions. 
Be also with those who process the 
mountains of business in and out of 
cloakrooms. Lord, sustain those who 
transcribe the debates for the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD. Bless those who mon-
itor parliamentary order, schedules, 
and voting records. Protect those who 
provide security at the doors, on the 
floors, and on the streets. And, Lord, 
bless our pages. Strengthen all who are 
a part of the Senate’s support system, 
surrounding them with Your protec-
tion and favor. 

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
HYDE-SMITH). The Senator from Iowa. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent to address the 
Senate for 1 minute in morning busi-
ness. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

NATIONAL WHISTLEBLOWER 
APPRECIATION DAY 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I 
want to take our Nation and my col-
leagues back to the Revolutionary 
War. 

More than 240 years ago, sailors 
aboard the warship Warren disclosed 
significant misconduct by the com-
mander of the Continental Navy. The 
Congress then recognized these brave 
whistleblowers’ valuable contribution 
to our brandnew Republic because, on 
this day—today—in 1778, Congress 
passed this resolution, saying: ‘‘It is 
the duty of all persons in the service of 
the United States . . . to give the ear-
liest information to Congress or other 
proper authority of any misconduct, 
frauds, or misdemeanors committed by 
any offices or persons in the service of 
these states.’’ 

That is the beginning of the govern-
ment recognizing whistleblowers as 
valuable patriots. 

Following in their footsteps, this 
Senate has also unanimously agreed to 
designate today as National Whistle-
blower Appreciation Day. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
the Senate has a lot of important busi-
ness to attend to before we adjourn for 
the August State work period. 

As a reminder to all of our col-
leagues, here is our considerable to-do 
list for this week: Later this morning, 
we will vote to confirm two more of 
President Trump’s impressive nomi-
nees for district courts: Michael 
Liburdi for the District of Arizona and 
Peter Welte for the District of North 
Dakota. 

They are just the first two in a sig-
nificant group of judges—19 in all—that 
the Senate needs to process before we 
wrap up the week. We can’t head home 
without making another big dent in 
the backlog of qualified district judge 
nominees whom partisan obstruction 
has already kept waiting entirely too 
long. 

In addition, the Senate is not going 
anywhere until we confirm two impres-
sive nominees to executive branch po-
sitions that play a vital role in U.S. 
foreign policy and national security. 
Ambassador Kelly Craft is President 
Trump’s excellent choice to serve as 
our Ambassador to the United Nations. 
David Norquist is his pick for Deputy 
Secretary of Defense. 

Needless to say, these are troubling 
times in a troubled world. We need to 
get both of these highly capable public 
servants on the job this week. 

Finally, we must also pass the bipar-
tisan government funding agreement 
that President Trump’s negotiating 
team worked out with Speaker PELOSI. 
Given the realities of divided govern-
ment, it is a strong deal that achieves 
my Republican colleagues’ and my No. 
1 priority: continuing to invest seri-
ously in rebuilding the readiness of our 
Armed Forces and modernizing them to 
meet the challenges of today. 

The Trump administration has nego-
tiated their way to a major win on de-
fense. The House has passed the com-
promise legislation. The President is 
ready and waiting to sign it. 

Once the Senate passes it later this 
week, he can sign it into law, taking 
funding crises and long-term con-
tinuing resolutions off the table, and 
pave Congress’s path toward a regular 
appropriations process that will pro-
vide the resources our military com-
manders and our servicemembers need 
to keep us safe. 

I urge all of my colleagues to join 
President Trump in support of this leg-
islation when we vote on it later this 
week. 
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